The Netherlands leads the way in secularization

The secularization which the Netherlands has experienced over the past century is "unique", says the Central Bureau of statistics (CBS). "Nowhere in the world was this development as strong as in our country". The percentage of un-churched people  increased from 2% in 1899 to 42 percent in 2008, according to figures from the CBS. 
The percentage of Roman Catholics in the Netherlands declined in the last 111 years from 35% of the population to 29%, but only 7% of the population attend a Roman Catholic service on a regular basis.

The Protestant Church has suffered more. In 1899 a little more than half of the population was affiliated with the Dutch Reformed Church or the reformed churches in the Netherlands. In 2004 these two churches joined with the Evangelical Lutheran Church to form what is simply referred to as the Protestant Church. In 2008 only 19% of the population was affiliated with this church. About 7% of the population regularly visits a protestant church service, which is a relatively large percentage. 

According to the CBS, loss of various functions is the main reason for the rapid secularization. "New institutions took the role of Church and religion on in, for example, caring for the poor and social clubs. Church and religious values are loosing meaning.

However, the secularization in our country also portrays a different picture: "Church membership in our country is, much more so than elsewhere, a conscious personal choice. This explains, for example, the more active involvement of members of the church with their church compared with other countries ". 

The statistics relating to secularization are in the report ‘111 year statistics in time series, 1899-2010’ which shows societal developments. The report was presented this week.
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