Europe:  Too late for a revival 
Europe, the continent that sent missionaries out to every corner of the world, now has a desperate need for missions.  “We are so deeply secularized that it is too late for a revival.  Real missions are needed.”  

So says Andrew F. Walls a Scottish authority on missions.  “What we need is basic, first line evangelism, just like what took place earlier on other continents.  Our old Christianity has been replaced by an overwhelming no-Christian cultuur.  Our god, if we still have one, is mammon.  And the alters of Mammon are just as repulsive as those of Moloch.”  
The words spoken by Walls yesterday in Utrecht are strong.  That is where the confrence “South moving North” took place in the headquarters of the Protestant Church.  The conference was organized by the Dutch Missions Council and the Evangelical Missions Alliance.  The words ‘movement of the south to the north’ are intended to express that the strong point of the church has moved in recent decades from Europe and America to South American, Asia and – especially – Africa.  More and more frequently, missionaries from these countries are coming to Europe to “bring the gospel back.”.

Immensity 
During the conference various missions authorities discussed the question of how churches should react to that fact.  The Scott, Walls, connected with the University of Edinburgh, is a big name in missions.  For decades he has followed the trends in world missions.  He made a number of noteworthy comments.  

For example, the secularism that Europe now faces has old roots.  He referred back to the time that Portugal, Holland and England were world powers with large overseas colonies.  “During the British East Indian Company the authorities laid down the law that religion should never stand in the way of doing business.  The colonization forced the large Christian nations to choose beween their economic and political interests and their religious beliefs.  That was possibly the beginning of the secularlization of Europe.”  
According to statiscial research, that trend continues.  The churches in Africa, South America and Asia continue to grow, said Walls.  “We can’t say how long these trends will continue..  We also don’t know if the Church in Europe is on her last legs, or in reality has enormous potential for growth.  It does appear, however, that it won’t be long before 2/3 of the Christians will live in non-western countries.”  

Early church
That is the reality of the world church today and white, western Christians need to come to grips with that fact, according to the professor.  
He compared this situation with the early church, when Christians in heathen cultures sought new words and ways to give form to their Christian faith.  Today Christianity is too much a of a religion that is dominated by western thinking and that has to change, says Walls.  “If the Christian tradition will enter into a discussion with the old cultures from Asia and Africa, then a new period of theological creativity can take form…one that is comparable to the second, third and fourth centuries.  
Dat was de tijd dat bijvoorbeeld de Apostolische Geloofsbelijdenis ontstond, die nog steeds door christenen wereldwijd wordt onderschreven. Walls: "Die tijd, waarin christenen de confrontatie aangingen met de bestaande cultuur, heeft geleid tot grote belijdenissen en heeft de basis gelegd voor de gehele klassieke theologie. Wie zegt dat de ontmoeting met Afrika en Azië niet even verrijkend zal zijn?''

Superior Thinking
Another speaker, the Nigerian theologian Afe Adogame, warned those present – mostly workers of missions organizations and students from the Bible school, De Wittenberg, in Zeist – for white superior thinking, that many African missionaries, according to him, still have to deal with.  
“The time is long gone that African churches that plant themselves here in Europe only need help, as though that is the only basis for a relationship between Dutch Christians and immigrants"
Most African churches today are relatively well-off and money is less and less of a problem.  I know dozens of pastors here that receive their salary from Africa on a monthly basis.” said Adogame.  
He hopes that Christians in Europe will let go of their paternal view of Africans and begin to take them seriously as brothers and sisters in Christ.  “Western Christians need to get rid of the idea that Africans everywhere always need help.”  
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